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John Cale's great credit, both inside and outside the Velvet Underground, was to have 
found the inoculation dosage that would addict the music industry to SOUND without 
alienating one world from the other. But outside the "official" VU there was also an 
uncut version of the virus, incubated behind the slum walls of the 1960s Lower East 
Side, and maintained live in the liquid nitrogen of these insolently recorded reel-to- 
reel audiotapes, recorded and produced by Tony Conrad and now available in the 
Table of the Elements CO series, "Hew York in the 1960s." 

"The recordings in this three-disc series come from another underground, a deep vein of labor 
and experimentation that parallels Cale's time with the Velvets. It is jubilantly private music, 
made alone and with like-minded spirits - Tony Conrad, Sterling Morrison, original Velvets 
percussionist Angus MacLise - far from the hot light of the Velvets' public notoriety and the 
rough politics of Cale's relationship with Reed. And it is important music, an illuminating, 
heretofore unknown chapter in Cale's creative advance. 


JOHN 

GALE 


What is truly extraordinary about the sixteen performances spread across these three volumes 
is their explosive foresight. The florid distortion of Cale's guitar pieces and the tandem bull- 
elephant hum of his viola and Conrad's violin prefigure the aggressive majesty and expressive 
dissonance of punk rock, No Wave and the Transfigured Guitar movement led by Glenn Branca, 
Rhys Chatham and Sonic Youth. In his pulsing keyboard essays, Cale marries the grace and 
science of minimalism to the mainstream throb of rock & roll, a full decade ahead of Brian Eno 
and the Berlin-era David Bowie. When Cale tests the barriers of possibility in his tools - the 
guts of an abandoned piano, the jammed keys on an organ, the pause control of a Wollensak 
tape recorder - he generates a synthetic music that connects Edgard Varese, Henry Cowell and 
Karlheinz Stockhausen with contemporary electronica and tumtablism. 

These recordings have been virtually unheard since they were made more than three decades 
ago. But their prescience is undeniable. So is their power and purity. Working in the shadows 
of both pop and art, building on discoveries and inventions from his life before and with the 
Velvets, Cale committed to tape a highly personal and exhilirating vision of the future of music. 
It now sounds like fact." -David Fricke, from the liner notes 

'John Cate is rock's international traveler. His work is a trans-continental drift of 
moons and maps, seas and seachange, envoys and ennui.his eye has spanned the 
globe and his mind ranged as far from rock's parochial trails as it's possible to 
get.Jis world is bounded only by the limits of his imagination. "-THE WIRE 

'This music is the intimate expression of a committed seeker, a strange magic 
finally heard in its humble seductive essence." - David Fricke, ROLLING STONE 

Three discs produced from archival recordings by Tony Conrad, Buffalo NY, 2000 
Featuring Tony Conrad, Terry Jennings, Angus MacLise and Sterling Morrison 
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I disc two 

DREAM INTERPRETATION: 
INSIDETHEDREAMSYNDICATEVOL.il 

1 disc three 
STAINLESS GAMELAN: 
INSIDETHEDREAMSYNDICATEVOL.III 
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Runeology CD 
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Piano Magic 


>ME IS ALIVE ' 

someday 


























CUCAMONGA 


OK OF PHOTOS'? RUDY VANDERLANS 

-1 GARY IDEAS, JOHN FRENCH™ZOOT HORN ROLLO 












































Global Ear: Miyajima 

A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month: Clive Bell joins the 


pilgrims at an offshore sacred music festival near Hiroshima 











































































Invisible Jukebox 
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The Primer 


The Wire’s bimonthly guide to the essential recordings 
of a selected artist or genre. This month: Philip Clark is 
mesmerised by the pared down patterns and crippled 
symmetries of composer Morton Feldman (1926-1987). 
Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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Reviews 
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Soundcheck 


Will Montgomery hears Carsten Nicolai get funky with 
the glitch on collaborations with Ryoji Ikeda, Mika 
Vainio and Thomas Knak 
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Dub 

Reviewed by Steve Barker 



















































































































































































































New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 


















Print Run 










Ether Talk 

Despatches from the digital domain. At the Venice Biennale, Lina Dzuverovic-Russell 
finds video on vinyl, corporate sabotage and a hidden collection of Net art 

















D-Fuse 


® # 042 











On Location 


Live and kicking: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 
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CHICAGO 

THE AWARD WINNING 

LIVE MUSIC VBIUE 

CHICAGO live 

THU 2 AUGUST 

HEFNER 


ember 2001 

Jndl^W 1' ifl 

Shellac ■ Goat Island ■ Anna Wagner • Kyborg ■ Nicolas 
Collins • David Grubbs • Tony Conrad • Califone • Wolf 

NEW COOL 

Kampmann ■ Olivia Block 
Quentin Rollet - DJ Armin 
Country ■ Woody.Fumakilla 

Gustafsson - Jim O'Rourke 

■ Rob Mazurek ■ Casey Ri 
Hwang ■ Ribbon Effect - B 

■ Lou Mallozzi ■ Michael V 
Songs: Ohia ■ Shawn Dec 

[POD 

Klosterstrafle 68-70 - D-10179 Berlin - www.pode 

PosNeg ■ Noel Akchote ■ 
Engel ■ TV Pow ■ Town and 
■ Common Factor ■ Mats 
Chicago Underground Duo 
e ■ Henryk Gericke ■ Brad 
rnd Jestram - Sarah Marrs 
arfeld • Illusion of Safety • 
ker - Brent Gutzeit - Art 

M.... 

ilde • pr@podewil.de • Tel: +49-30-247-49-732 

COLLECTIVE 

SALON+NQIR presents: 

Sieben, 

(Matt Howden of Sol Invictus) 

Sunday 26th August 

7pm to 1 lpra 

240 Great Portland Street 

London, W1W 5QW 

£6.0) (£7 00 on the door) 

GUELPH Jf 

jazz m 

FESTIVAL iH- 

September 5 to 9,2001 

jonlucien 

Sat 11th Aug 2001 8.00pm £5/£4 

miso-soup 

scopac versus sowari 
brown sierra 

antoine berthiaume c.™,*. 

ullm.n.-. MW. 

TIM RICHARDS 
SPIRIT LEVEL 

paul hood 

@ hat on wall 

For more information: 

24 HR CREDIT CARO HOTLINE 020 7344 0044 
RESTAURANT RESERVATIONS 020 7910 6000 

24-28 Hatton Wall, London EC1 
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Out There 

July’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
Send listings to news@thewire.co.uk, fax +44 (0)20 7436 5760 
Deadline for September issue listings: Friday 10 August 
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MAX NAGL I ANDREW HILL I GONZALO RUBALCABA I HENRY THREADGILL & ZOOID I EX ORKEST I TRYGVE SEIM I 
JIM BLACK - ALASNOAXIS I WOLFGANG PUSCHNIG & PAUL BLEY I KIMMO POHJONEN I HENRI TEXIER TRIO I 
MEDESKI MARTIN & WOOD I PETER BROTZMANN CHICAGO TENTET I LOUIS SCLAVIS QUINTET I JOHN ABERCROMBIE 
QUARTET I MENGELBERG/DOUGLAS/JONES/BENNINK I ELLIOTT SHARP'S TERRAPLANE PLUS I MARTIN SIEWERT I MICHAEL 
RIESSLER I DAVID THOMAS I OSKAR AICHINGER TRIO I ULRIKE HAAGE I PETER HERBERT & DAVID TRONZO I MAYA HOMBURGER 
& BARRY GUY I JULIE TIPPETT & KEITH TIPPETT I SYLVIE COURVOISIER & MARK FELDMAN I RENAUD GARCIA-FONS & 
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Directory 

Label/distributor contacts for this me 
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Subscribe 

Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure). And here’s why... 



Three ways to subscribe 


One year’s subscription plus 

The Wire Tapper Volumes 4-7 


One year’s subscription plus 

4 extra issues free 













Back Issues 

Details of all available back issues, including issues 1-100, are available at 
www.thewire.co.uk. Articles from sold out issues are added every month 































































Coming next month 

Free and exclusive to 
all subscribers 





With next month’s issue of The Wire, all the magazine’s subscribers will 
receive a copy of Runeology, a new and exclusive compilation from the 
Norwegian electronic label Rune Grammofon 



“The most essential music magazine of the contemporary era” - Forced Exposure 








SATURDAY NIGHT 
FISH FRY 


STEVE REID - NOVA (US LP/CD 15) 
:ellent deep jazz reissue from the 1970s 


VOODOO DRUMS (US LP/CD 
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